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ation programs; commu-
nity events such as Relay
for Life and residents of

" all ages for daily walking,
jogging and running. In
addition, a reconstructed
track facility will promote
the expanded use and ad-

dition of new programs for

facility the town does not
currently own, nor is it an
extravagant facility. Itis a
straightforward proposal to
return an athletic and recre-
ational facility that the Town
has enjoyed since 1979 to a
safe and fully usable state.
Town residents will be
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By Cindy Heitmeyer Littleton residents to en- asked to approve borrowing o 5 ‘Eg%& g
joy fitness and recreation  of $735,000 for the track = 2,6 E5ed 2
Littleton residents will opportunities. Supporting  and field facility reconstruc-~; X %’ }9;@&5";%‘,*
have an opportunity at the reconstruction project  tion. This would translate to Ee T E’f‘}%%‘%”:’é
Town Meeting on Nov. 14 will transform the track a temporary tax increase for P S
and at the polls on Nov. 19  from its current state of the average Littleton home- ~ %mi#, 2]
to support the fundingto  being a safety liability owner of $18.25 peryearfor ' - e “"@‘23% =,
make the reconstruction of back to an asset that is fre- 15 years. . g - % 1 %gﬁ:’é’ )
our towns track and field = quently used by town resi- The scope of the facility i Pk “"d‘*'fgw )
athletic facility a reality. dents. being proposed is compara~* ' oG, 2 s
 While there are several Three years of diligent ble to towns that are similar~ 15 %Egﬁ%
compelling reasons to sup-  and careful planning have  to Littleton in size and de- ~ i " o :”’gy‘g%;z%;’ i
port this effort, I would occurred. Planning for mographics. Of the 25 area~. 7 f‘%ﬁﬁ%g%
like to highlight four: This  this project has enjoyed schoolsinthe Midland ~ ! &L ?&%@’_ﬁ»
is an athletic facility the the involvement, support =~ Wachusett League, Littletori . . b .@gjﬁ%ﬁ‘ gt
Littleton community has and hard work of resi- is the only school that does 4 }m;%g{?f’gﬁ’}
enjoyed for over three dents, the School Commit- not provide basic track and - i © e ﬁ*@g&;ﬁ%ﬁ
decades, but is currently tee, the Board of Select- field facilities suitable for - ; %@}% Py
unsafe and unusable for men and the Permanent competitive use and train- 3 . = a;‘%%ﬁf;ﬁ
competition; there have Municipal Building Com-  ing. This year’s senior class ™ ' e "g"gfj 2
been three years of diligent mittee. The two major - will graduate without hav- i N LT
and careful planning for phases of the planning ing a single home meet dur~ - | i bk
this project; the scope and  were widely supported at  ing their entire high school ~ !
costs of the project are ap-  Town Meeting — the feasi-  career, and withoutever -
propriate for our commu-  bility study funding in having the opportunityto ~
nity; and the periodic 2009 and the design plan-  train on a safe, quality facili<
maintenance expenses for  ning funding in 2010. ty. k4
the track have been con- Throughout this planning Planning and funding for -
cretely addressed through  process, the Board of Se-  the periodic maintenance g
the fundraising efforts of ~ lectmen, School Commit-  expenses for the track have ™ 8|
the Littleton Track Organ- tee and all stakeholders .been concretely addressed. 5
ization (LTO). have been informed and Since the LTO began advo-" ‘e
The Littleton communi-  involved, and the LTO has  catingforareconstructed =~ « = &
-~ ty has éfijoyed and benefit= keptthe commumityin-  trackand field facility, the -\~~~ =
ed from the track forover ~ formed through numerous most common concern
three decades. In 1979, a meetings, presentations, heard from the commimity™
group of Littleton resi- articles, and its website, is about maintenance costs.”
dents brought a proposal littletontrack.org. Wisely, residentsdonot |
to Town Meeting tobuild * In addition, other possi- want to invest in a facility if -
Littleton’s first, and only, ble funding sources for the thereis notan adequate -
track and field facility. De-  project, such as grants, plan to maintain it and keep
spite the difficult econom-  donations and the use of it in a safe and usable condi*
ic times then, residents CPA funds have been pur-  tion. =
overwhelmingly approved  sued. While these efforts Because of these con-  ~
a debt exclusion to fund have been able to address  cerns, the LTO began the -
the original track con- the important issue of Littleton Road Race three -
struction. While this re- maintenance, they have years ago not only as a way*
source has served the com- not beén successful in ob-  to promote running and fit~
munity well for over three  taining funds for the track  ness, but also as a fundrais--
decades, thetrack has ex-  reconstruction. er to offset future mainte-
ceeded its expected life, The scope and costs of the  nance costs of a recon-
and is not currently safe project are appropriatefor  structed track. Thanks to ™
and usable for athletic our community. Following  the wonderful support front
. competitions, training or the completion of the feasi-  residents, both as partici- *.
recreation. bility study, the LTO has pants and volunteers, the
A reconstructed track consistently advocated for annual Littleton Road Race
facility would beused by ~  the lowest priced option has proved tobe aviable *
many in our town — the that will provide the Town model to pay for the main-
boys’ and girls’ High with a safe and usabletrack  tenance expenses for the life
School track and field and field facility. The School  of the track. e
teams (among the largest =~ Committee and Board of Se- This project is overdue, -~
sports programs at LHS),  lectmen have also supported has been carefully planned,-
physical education classes  this plan. The projectis cer-  is appropriate in scope and:
at Russell Street Elemen-  tainly appropriate and suit-  has addressed future main-*
tary and the Middle able for Littleton. The pro-  tenance costs. I encourage
. School, Parks and Recre-  posalis notforanewtypeof Littleton residents to vote to

support the track and field .. .

reconstruction both at

Town Meeting and the elec-
tion to provide ourtown a =
real and tangible asset that~.
all residents can use and en~

" joy. —Cindy Heitmeyer, .

President, Littleton Track 3
Organization >
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